
  Cedar City’s Parks and Facilities and 
Cedar City’s Leisure Services held 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies for three 
venues that will greatly enhance the 
recreational life here. The Nov. 11 
events included the opening of the 
Coal Creek Parkway, the Cross Hollow 
Walking Trail and the filling of the 
Leigh Hill Reservoir. 
   The 8,400-foot extension of the 
Coal Creek Parkway, at a cost of 
$675,000, extends the trail from the 
200 East Bridge near the Little League 
fields, to North Cedar Blvd., north of 
Bicentennnial Park.
   The mile-long Cross Hollow walking 
trail, just north of Wal-Mart, travels 
westward to Cross Hollow Canyon. It 

was constructed at a cost of $170,000.
   Officials also turned the valve to 
fill the 35 million-gallon Leigh Hill 
Reservoir just north of Cedar Middle 
School. The event took place on the 
north shore of the 110-acre-feet facility 
which includes a beach and boat ramp 
and will be stocked with fish in 2009 
and be used as a pressurized irrigation 
system for the City, Southern Utah 
University and Iron County School 
District. The project’s cost is $2.8 
million and the 35-day process of filling 
the reservoir will be complete by mid-
December. The facility will be available 
for recreational use in the spring.
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STATISTICS: City sales 
tax revenues in October 
were down for the sixth 
consecutive month. With 
total sales tax revenues of $447,741, 
versus $470,389 for October of 2007, 
the decrease was 4.8 percent. RAP tax 
revenues were off even more: $41,099 
in October 2008 compared to $$48,959 
in October 2007, or a decrease of 16 
percent… During October, St. George 
posted a 12.4 percent decrease in sales tax 
revenues, Washington City was down by 
8.4 percent, Utah County had a whopping 
45.2 percent decrease, Woods Cross 
dropped 22.6 percent, and South Salt Lake 
dropped 18.5 percent, so things could 
have been worse…  282 new business 
licenses have been issued thus far this year 
by the City Recorder.
DID YOU KNOW? That Melvin J. Young of 
Cedar City has a prized collection of 25 red 
wagons including some antique wagons 
that he has restored… That Cedar City’s 
Kent Dover and Mel Schoppmann put the 
first boat on Lake Powell…  That Southern 
Utah University achieved university status 
on January 1, 1991 and thus will have been 
a university for 18 years on New Year’s 
Day... That SUU achieved four-year status as 
a college on March 11, 1965.
POPULATION ESTIMATES: The 
Governor’s population estimate for Iron 
County (as of July 1) is 46,341, or a 3.4 
percent increase over 2007 (the state 
averaged 2.2 percent). Iron County has 
shown a population increase for each of 
the years since 2000. The increases are: 
2000: 1,200; 2001: 1,462; 2002: 581; 2003: 

see “Trails Opened” on page 3

City unveils three new recreation venues

Leigh Hill Reservoir saw water pour into it for the first time at Nov. 11 ceremonies where, from 
left, Mayor Gerald R. Sherratt, Council member Steve Wood, former Council member Raymond 
Green, Council member Nina Barnes, City Engineer Kit Wareham and Council member Georgia 
Beth Thompson turned the fill valve. The event, along with ribbon-cuttings on two new walking 
trails, took place on the 157th anniversary of the founding of Cedar City.
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Public Works Report
STREET: The Street Division reminds 
residents that regular garbage pick-up 
for Thursday, Dec. 25 will be picked up 
on Wednesday, Dec. 24. Also, regular 
garbage pick-up for Thursday, Jan. 1 
will be picked up on Wednesday, Dec. 
31. Please place garbage can(s) on the 
asphalt in front of the curb and not in 
the gutter. Cans too close to the curb 
can cause damage to the wheels. The 
Division plans to start the snow season 
off smoothly so that it will progress 
without any problems throughout the 
winter. When snow falls, please keep cars 
parked off the street as much as possible 
to allow the plows to be more effective.
WATER: The Water Division reminds 
residents that all homes should now be 
winterized. Please make sure you have 
properly drained all sprinkler systems, 
swamp coolers, and hoses in order to 
avoid line breaks and costly repairs. 
Please make sure you have undone all 
hoses off of the hose bibs on the outside 
of your house.
WASTE WATER: The waste water 
treatment facility is designed for things 
that typically go down the toilets, 
showers and sinks. While most homes 

have garbage disposals, it is best that 
no food products be sent down to the 
treatment facility but are disposed of in 
the garbage. There should be no handy 
wipes, disposable diapers, etc., going 
down the sewer. 
AIRPORT: On Nov. 1, SkyWest began 
a new f light schedule with f lights 
departing Cedar City at 5:50 a.m. daily 
(except Sunday) and 3:00 p.m. daily; 
with f lights returning to Cedar City 
at 2:35 p.m. daily and 8:35 p.m. daily 
(except Saturday). 
CATS: Cedar Area Transportation 
Service has a route providing service 
to 28 different locations from Wal-Mart 
to the Health Department nine times a 
day, Monday through Friday. A dial-a-ride 
(curb to curb) service is also available 
for the elderly and disabled. For more 
information, call CATS at 865-4510.
ENCROACHMENT PERMITS: Anyone 
doing work within the road right-of-way 
must obtain an encroachment permit. 
The City will now monitor whether an 
excavation location requires a prairie dog 
clearance letter. Forms can be obtained at 
our office at 716 N. Airport Rd.
   The Public Works Department 
appreciates any comments or 
observations. Please call 586-2912.

   A Reverse 911 system to help alert City 
and county residents in the event of an 
emergency has been implemented here, 
but not all residents are included at this 
time. It is easy to be included, however.
   When activated, the system sends an 
automated phone message describing 
the emergency to all those who might be 
affected.
   “The system can alert a few hundred 
homes in minutes,” Iron County 
Emergency Management Director Charlie 
Morris said. The one drawback to the 
system, however, is that not everyone is 
included in the phone database.
   “If you’re in the phone book you are 
automatically included in the Reverse 
911 data base,” Morris said. “Everyone 
else, including those who use only cell 
phones or who are unlisted, has to register 
manually.”
   People who use Voice over Internet 

Protocol (VoIP) also must register their 
phone number.
   Registration is simple and is available 
online or by a mail-in form.
   More information, including a link to 
the registration form, can be accessed at 
www.ironcounty.net/r911/. 
   Mail-in forms to add, change or remove a 
phone number may be obtained at the City 
Offices at 10 N. Main St.
   The Reverse 911 system operator can 
identify the affected area and send a 
targeted message describing the situation 
and what residents can do to avoid danger.
   Morris said that severe weather alerts 
would also be sent out through the system. 
He said he expects the system will also 
be used in the event of a disaster where 
residents are advised to be “sheltered” in 
their own homes. The system will be used 
to send messages to let residents know 
when help will arrive or when it is safe.

Reverse 911 system implemented

Kristin Park
is honored
  
   Kristin Park, Cedar City’s utility 
billing clerk, is the Employee 
of the Month for December as 
named by the Employee Advisory 
Council.
   She has worked for the City 
for four and-a-half years, first as 
the cashier/receptionist and for 
the past two years in her current 
position.
   Kristin and her husband James 
moved here eight years ago from 
Bountiful, Utah, “to escape the big 
city.” Previously, Kristin worked 
in billing for a local physician. 
She says Cedar City is just what 
the doctor ordered for someone 

wishing 
to have 
small-town 
amenities 
with big 
city choices. 
She enjoys 
hiking, 
playing with 

her dogs, and reading biographies.
Her supervisors and co-workers 
praise her for her positive and 
friendly demeanor and for her 
willingness to go above and 
beyond the call of duty.
   “Kristin is always upbeat and 
positive,” said City Recorder 
Renon Savage. “She always goes 
the extra mile to help in every 
way.”
   She is generally the first person 
in the office in the morning and is 
often the last to leave at night.
   Although she admits that her 
position is a challenging one due 
to the rapid growth of the City, 
Kristin says, “I love my job. The 
people and the atmosphere here 
are just wonderful.”



Coming Up...
IN THE HERITAGE THEATER

◆ Holiday On Broadway is 
presented by Cedar City Music Arts 
on Friday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
Adults: $25; SUU and Iron County 
School District Students: $10.

◆ Handel’s ‘Messiah’ is Sunday 
and Monday, Dec. 14 and 15, at 
7:30 p.m. It is a free concert but 
tickets are necessary and must be 
obtained at the Box Office.

◆ The Master Singers Christmas 
Concert is Sunday, Dec. 21 at 
7 p.m. The free concert requires 
no tickets and there are no age 
restrictions.

◆ Calvary Chapel’s Christmas 
Eve Service is Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. 
in the Heritage Theater. All are 
welcome.

The Heritage Theater (phone 865-
2882) is located at 105 North 100 
East, immediately north of the 
City Parking Terrace, where there 
is no charge for parking. Unless 
otherwise noted, children under 
the age of six are not admitted. 
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Fire safety drive is on 

   The Cedar City Fire Department 
has teamed up with Domino’s 
Pizza to make sure the people of 
Cedar City have changed their 
smoke detector batteries when the 
time changed back to Mountain 
Standard Time. Just contact the Fire 
Department at 586-2964 for a free, 
in-home fire inspection and you will 
also receive a certificate for a free 
pizza. 
   Also, the Department has received 
funding for a limited number of 
smoked detectors to place in the 
homes of the elderly on fixed 
incomes.

   The Iron County Volunteer Center has, 
for the seventh straight year, set up a 
“Community Angel Tree” in the City Offices 
at 10 North Main. The tree is designed as 
an easy and convenient way for community 
members to help others during the holidays. 
Iron County Holiday Assistance is asking 
that angels be returned by Monday, Dec. 15.
   Those interested are asked to select 
an angel from the tree and to follow 
the instructions on the back. Items on 
the angels include holiday food items, 
socks, pants, shirts, blankets and an age-
appropriate game or toy. Each angel will 
have information regarding what to donate 
and a child’s gender and age. Perishable 

food items should be taken directly to the 
Care and Share Food Bank at 222 West 900 
North.
   “This year, it is our goal to meet or exceed 
our very successful 2007 drive which 
aided 475 families,” said Holiday Assistance 
Coordinator Patrick Shukait of Care and 
Share. “We are expecting to aid more than 
500 homes this year and we are thankful for 
those who choose to aid these children and 
families.” The Holiday Assistance hotline is 
463-0008 for those who wish to participate 
further.
   For more information on the Angel Tree 
or volunteering during the holidays, contact 
the Volunteer Center at 867-8384. 

‘Angel Tree’ is up at City Hall

TRAILS OPENED: Cedar City’s Parks and Facilities and Cedar City’s Leisure Services hosted 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies for two new walking trails Nov. 11. At top, from left, City 
Engineer Kit Wareham, Council members Steve Wood, Jolene Goff and Nina Barnes, 
Leisure Services Director Bob Tate and Mayor Gerald R. Sherratt are on hand for the 
Coal Creek Parkway opening. At bottom, the Cross Hollow Trail ceremony saw, from left, 
Sean DeMille, Wareham, Curtis DeMille, Sherratt, and Council member Barnes, Tate, 
and Council members Georgia Beth Thompson and Wood. DeMille Construction was the 
contractor for the project. See story on page 1.
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Mayor from page 1

1,437; 2004:1,366; 2005: 2,472; 2006: 
2,027; 2007: 1,389; and 2008: 1,528.
MEMORIAL GROVE: Reservations 
have been made for five trees in Cedar 
City’s planned new Memorial Grove. 
Those to be honored with a tree and 
the donors are Lois Phelps (Brad 
Phelps), Anita Murrillo (Brad Phelps), 
Barbara Adams (Melvin Fonnesbeck), 
Elva Genevieve Lamb Sherratt (Gerald 
Sherratt), and Bill Wolf (Cross Hollows 
Hills). The Memorial Grove, which 
will be located adjacent to Cedar City’s 
Coal Creek Parkway, will include the 
trees and a kiosk with a map of the 
Grove designating which trees honor 
which persons. To reserve a tree send a 
donation of $200 and your name as the 
donor to: Cedar City Memorial Grove, 
Cedar City Corporation, 10 North Main, 
Cedar City, Utah 84720.
REMEMBERING 1927: The City spent 
$250 for a study of bringing a pipeline 
from Navajo Lake to convey water to 
Cedar City...  The American Star Legion 
began efforts to erect a World War I 
memorial in the Main Street Park at 
a total cost of $3,000 (the resulting 
memorial has since been transferred 
to the Rotary Veteran’s Park awaiting 
construction of a new and larger 
memorial commensurate with the other 
war memorials that have recently been 
erected)... Water from a septic tank 
was discovered running in the field 
water and being unconsciously used for 
drinking water by tourists and farmers... 
The salaries of the City Justice were 
adjusted to $250 for the City Justice and 
$400 for the City Attorney... A proposal 
to develop a landing field for airplanes 
was tabled... Since the City Ordinances 
did not provide for the manufacture 
of ice cream, the ordinances were 
amended and a $15 fee assessed for ice 
cream making... Public clamor resulted 
in pigs being banned from the City 
limits... The City purchased a LaFrance 
Fire Engine at the cost of $6,750... And 
an ordinance providing for a system of 
numbering houses and streets within 
the City was approved.

NORDIC SKIING: The Cedar Mountain 
Nordic Ski Club, a nonprofit group 
formed for the purpose of promoting 
cross country skiing in the Cedar City-
Brian Head-Duck Creek region, has 
a membership of 25 and welcomes 
all adults and their families with an 
active interest in Nordic skiing. A 
number of cross country ski sites have 
been identified including Burt’s Road, 
Rattlesnake Trail, Alpine Pond Trail, 
Midway Trail to Spectra Point, the 
SUU Mountain Center, the Bristlecone 
Pine Trail, and Deer Valley. The club is 
especially excited by the Deer Valley 
site which many believe could be one of 
the premier locations for cross country 
skiing in the nation, on a par with Sun 
Valley and Yellowstone. For further 
information see the club’s web site: 
http://www.smnsc.org
REMEMBERING 1962: The worst fire 
in Cedar City’s history occurred on 
March 25 when an entire Main Street 
block was destroyed. Known as the 
Leigh Block in downtown Cedar City, 
the fire destroyed the Hughes Cafe, 
the Leigh Hotel, the Leigh Furniture 
and Appliance store, the medical 
offices of Dr. M. F. Burgess, the Barton 
Floral shop, Yoder Jewelry Store, a 
pool hall and recreation center, and 
the Leigh Apartments. Damage was 
estimated in excess of $1 million (it 
would be far more in today’s dollars). 
Consumed were several of the City’s 
most prominent buildings. The Leigh 
Furniture building was constructed 
in 1902 and the Leigh Hotel in 1919. 
While the damage was extensive, there 
were no injuries although many of 
the residents of the Leigh Hotel and 
Apartments lost all their belongings.
ASSISTANCE WANTED: The Storybook 
Cavalcade parade, held each December, 
has accumulated a prized collection 
of more than 250 full-body costumes, 
many of which were made originally for 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade in 
New York City. Some of the costumes 
are one-of-a-kind and have helped make 
the Cavalcade one of the foremost 
children’s parades in the nation. Needed 
is a volunteer who would supervise the 
collection, see that necessary repairs are 
made when needed, that the costumes 
are cleaned before each parade, and 

that they are returned after each parade 
to the proper storage area. If interested 
in the project, please contact me at 
mayor@cedarcity.org
SPECIAL THANKS: To Home Depot, 
Wal-Mart, Lady Bug Nursery, and the 
SUU Greenhouse for donating flowers 
for the Veteran’s Park and the east 
entrance City sign … To Joyce Messer 
and Tom Jett for chairing this year’s 
Storybook Cavalcade parade, which 
people are beginning to list among the 
top three parades in Utah (together with 
the Days of ’47 Parade and the Freedom 
Festival Parade in Provo). 
COST OF LIVING INDEX: The ACCRA 
Cost of Living Index for the third 
quarter of 2008 has just been released. 
Cedar City’s composite index (the 
overall cost of living in the City) was 
92.6 percent (compared to St. George’s 
96.5 percent, Salt Lake City’s 100.9 
percent, Las Vegas, Nevada’s 106.9 
percent, Lake Havasu City-Kingman, 
Arizona’s 113.4 percent). Cedar City’s 
cost of groceries was 100 percent, 
housing was 88.7 percent, utilities were 
78.7 percent, transportation was 99.6 
percent, health care was 89 percent, 
and miscellaneous goods and services 
were 95.5 percent.
PARADES: By the time you get this 
newsletter in your water bill, the 
Storybook Cavalcade will be over (it 
was held on Dec. 6) but another parade 
will be just around the corner. The 
annual Christmas Electric Light Parade 
will be held in Cedar City on Dec.13. at
6 p.m. The theme for this year’s parade 
is “Celebrating the Magic of Christmas 
through Music.” 
   The Cedar City Women in Business 
host the parade along with Rocky 
Mountain Power and Cedar City Corp 
participating as sponsors. The parade 
features more than 40 participants 
including marching bands, dancers, 
royalties, military, government 
dignitaries, and civic leaders. The 
parade route is on Main Street 
beginning at 400 South and ending at 
Main Street Park on 200 North. Bundle 
up, grab some hot chocolate, and come 
enjoy a magical holiday celebration 
in downtown Cedar City. For more 
information, please call the Chamber of 
Commerce at 586-4484.


